■ 


9v 

*  Document  No.  5°5J 
V.P 


CERTIFICATE. 


Page  1. 


The  undersigned 

"ar  Crimes  Section  of  ^WSRUTOS  rCRCES  ^  ^ 


"ar  Crimes  Section  of  NBTHSHUimuo  « deooses  and  states  that 
(HEFIS),  b»1De.fJr?54dMltW(5lth \“llsh  translation)  Is  a 
Jnl^Tr ll,  SSSSrtTJS^SfSlS  copy  of  the  original  document, 

entitled! 


__4.  t  »»  T  ’’TTLLER.  dated  Balikpapan 
Sworn  statement  of  J.  ’  j!,  Tanlan  In 

July  27,  19*6,  concerning  mass-murder  at  Tarakan  in 

January,  1942, 


which  document  Is  a  part  of  the  official  records  of  NEFIS. 

Batavia,  August  20,  1?46. 


(signed)  Ch  Jongeneel 


Subscribed  and  sworn  |°n^°^f^(al'e«a?h^fto’ tte' Wftce'of 
lieutenant  R.N.I.A.,  Senior  um 
the  Attorney-General  n.h.i. 


(signed)  K.  A.  de  V/eerd 
(SEAL) 
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Page  ? - 


Today  rirdav  the  «rrenty  seventh  day  of  July  19*6  appeared 
before  me  *'C.  STE^VEHSZ",  B.L..  Judge  advocate  attached  to  the 
Temporary  Court,  ’'artial  ftt  BALIKPAPAN:  ’’J.M.J.  ’TULL^R",  who 
answered  to  tna  questions  put  to  him  as  follows: 


1.  What  Is  your  full  name, 

where  and  when  were  you  born, 
"/hat  Is  your  present  & 
your  future  address? 


2*  where  and  when  were  you 
made  a  P.O.’’/.? 


3.  How  long  we**  ;<ou  rtsp-  \\ 
TARAXAN  Ai.  a  P.i  .W.? 


ANSV/ER£ 

>»y  full  name  Is:  ’JVN  'MRTIJN 
JOZEr  ’TTLLER",  born  at 
MAKASSAR,  November  20.  1906. 

Tly  profession  Is  Sen, N.C.O. Inf i 
K.N.I.L.,No.84105,  at  present 
serving  with  the  Depot-Company 
of  the  Troop-command 
BALIKPAPAN,  and  living  In 
D.\NDANSARIE-encampment  In  this 
place . 

I  was  made  a  P.O.W.  on  January 
16th  1942,  after  the  capitula¬ 
tion  of  TARAKAN  on  January  12, 
1942. 

from  January  16th  1942  until 
and  including  June  3»  19*2, 
when  I  was  transferred  to 
BALIKPAPAN. 


7.  Can  you  give  information, 
if  possible  fully  detailed, 
of  atrocities,  terrorism, 
executions ,  etc.  committed 
by  Japs,  of  which  you  were 
informed  by  others? 


Yes,  T  know  2  (two)  cases  of 
a  beastly  massacre  of  P.VJ’s. 


1  During  activities  In  the  surroundings  of  TAR AKA N 
‘  (terrain  near  the  military  post  Tg.  Batoe),  a  squad 
of  about  32  men  of  infantry  troops,  amongst  whom  was 
Cant.  "ME^DELER" ,  lst.Lt.  "de  V0S»  « and  myself, 
made  prisoners  oA  January  Uth  19  .  After  we  had 

been  asked  for  the  direction  to  TAR.AKAN  ®n 
answer  to  this  question  was  flatly  refused  by  the 
Europeans  as  well  as  by  the  natives,  we  '"Qre  in¬ 
formed  by  a  Jap  interpreter  (each  squad  had  a  Jap 
Interpreter  at  their  disposal)  that  wa  s||°uld  b 

killed  if  we  did  not  giwe  lke. 

the  road  leading  to  Tarakan.  The  Jap  infantry  ii«ce 

wise  threatened  us  .by  gestures.  "’hen 
no  success  we  were  handcuffed  and  with  5  or 
tied  together,  led  away  right  across  the  swampy 
terrain.  At  2000  hrs  we  had  to  bivouac  in  the  open 
after  adoy  of  all  possible  hara,hlps(pelther 

a  Ton  asked  our  names  and 

agir ' n»\? ’Soifbiffl* Sm-  «*  ’  ££*%.£** 

fjJ  a  Hphind  our  backs,  we  were  slaughtered  with 
bayonefttousts  byabiut  15  Japanese  soldier,  (so- 
called  Star-trocps) .  '"e  "ere  bayonetted  until  we 
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gave  no  roro  sign  of  life.  (These  beasts  in 
human  eli'oe  practised  in  this  manner  in  nan-to¬ 
man  fighting). 

t  belonged  to  the  first  group  of  10  men  and 
experienced  this  slaughter,  After  the  5th  stab 
I  collapsed,  but  fortunately  I  was  only  uncon¬ 
scious.  In  total  I  received  7  stabs,  two  of  which 
hit  my  lungs  on  both  sides.  After  having  been  un¬ 
conscious  for  about  four  hours,  I  cane  to,  suffer¬ 
ing  fiarce  pains  all  over  my  body  and  at  the  back 
of  ny  head.  I  waited  for  half  an  hour  (I  was  not 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Star-troops  had  left), 
then  after  many  efforts  I  untied  ny  hands  and 
crawled  away  from  the  grave  of  branches,  grass, 
leaves,  etc.,  with  which  our  murderers  had  covered 
us.  Thereon  I  went  to  have  a  look  at  my  fellow- 
victims,  none  of  whom,  thirty  in  all,  gave  any 
sign  of  lifo.  They  too,  had  been  covered  by  a 
layer  of  about  40  c.m.  of  grass,  leaves,  etc. 


Being  dangerously  wounded  I  decided  to  go  to 
TARAKAN  to  have  myself  admitted  in  the  military 
hospital,  as  this  was  my  only  chance  to  save  ny 
life.  Because  my  lungs  ware  hit,  I  continually 
expectorated  blood.  This,  combined  with  the  fact 
that  my  other  wounds  were  serious  too.  only  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  advance  slowly.  The  distance  of  11 
kilometres  took  me  5  days  -  during  which  period 
the  only  food  I  could  lay  hands  on  and  ate  was  1 
pineapple  and  one  banana  -  to  walk  and  crawl  r*snt 
across  the  drilling-plant  (of  the  B.P.  1.  Oil-plant) 
which  was  still  ablaze  and  guarded  by  Japanese 
sentinels.  Here  I  arrived  on  the  fourth  day. 

Only  then  did  I  learn  that  TARAXAN  had  surrendered. 
Vhen  I  arrived  at  TARAKAN ,  the  Japanese  guard- 
conrnndnnt  rofusod  ns  idnittonco j  only  sftor 
Dr.  "van  der  PSRX"  (’ted. Off .2nd. Cl. )  came  to 
explain  to  the  Jap  that  I  w-s  dangerously  wounded 
and  needed  hospital  treatment  and  after  I  hod 
shown  ny  wounds,  I  was  admitted.  Tor  ..0  days  I 
was  hovering  between  life  and  death  (03  I  was  in¬ 
ferred  afterwards  by  the  doctor). 

On  February  25th  1942.  the  patients,  doctor s, 
personnel,  nurses,  lotta's,  etc.  were  transferred 
to  th*3  P.A.  cawp.  ”oat  or  the  patients  -oro  still 

seriously  ill. 


iecond7asso£ia:  The  occupation  forces  of  the 

iocond  posit'll  Xaroengan-Peningki,  consisting  of 
bout  215  men,  ware  murdered  by  the  Japs  in  a 
ilnilar  beastly  manner.  These 

;he  Japanese,  would  have  disobeyed  the  capitulation 
>rders.  Notwithstanding  the  capitulation  of 
’arakan,  the  position  KAR03N0AN.  namely,  had  fired 
/ith  coastal  guns  at  some  warships  which  wero  sa  11- 
[ighiS?o1he  Sour  of  LINGKAS  on  January  12th 
L942,  with  the  result  that  2  destroyers  ^■n®e 
1  lately  sank.  The  situation  at  that  moment  was 

is  follows: 
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Communication  with  TARAXAN  was  cut  off,  presumablj 
by  the  Japanese  Infantry  squads,  already  operat¬ 
ing  i"  the  vicinity  of  the  positions,  Tg.  Bntoe, 
Anal,  *  ioengan  and  Ponlngkl.  As  retaliatory 
no a sure s  the  untiro  occupation  of  Xnroengnn- 
Ponlngkl  was  killed  by  the  Japanese. 

I  was  personally  Informed  of  these  facts  by  a 
J**oanw3e  guard,  about  July  1^42  (I  W3S  already  at 
BALIXP'.PAN  at  that  time).  This  guard  had 
personally  wltnessod  the  execution  on  board  a 
light  cruiser,  where  abovementloned  215  military 
were  machlno-gunnod  and  "burled"  at  sea. 

8.  Can  you  non-  No.  our  then  Jnp  C.O.  at  3ALTKPAPAN.  Cnpt. 
tlon  names  of  "YoSHniRA",  who  Is  presumably  detained  at 
JaDanese  who  B.‘.LTKP.\P\N  as  a  war  criminal,  hinted  at  this 

must  be  hold  rassacro  In  his  numerous  unintelligible  speeches 

responsible  for  which  he  delivered  to  the  P.W.’s,  so  I  am  sure 
the  murder  of  he  knows  more  of  this  slaughter, 

this  occupation? 


9.  Can  you  give  Yes,  the  following  persons: 
names  of  persons  Med. Off .2nd. Cl.  "TAT’, 
ablo  to  give  in-  "JOOSTEN"  (gunner). 

formation  rogard-A.il  the  officers,  N.C.O's  and  O/R's  of  the  Troop 
ing  this  incl-  command  TARAICAN,  who  were  made  P.W's  after  the 
dont?  proclamation  of  the  surrender  of  TARAKAN. 


After  Informant  read  these  questions  and  answers  and  after  I 
had  read  them  to  him,  he  declares  to  persist  In  what  he  has 
stated  and  does  not  wish  any  additions  or  alterations. 

The  Informant,  The  Judge  Advocate, 

w.s.  "J.'T.J.  ’"TILLER"  w.s.  "C.  STZEV3NSZ" ,  3.L. 

Hereon  informant  swears  on  oath,  according  to  his  religion, 
to  have  told  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 


Tne  Judge  Advoca t 
w.s.  "C.  ^TEeflVKNSZ" 


Tor  confirmation  on  oath 
w.s.  "J.'UJ.  * JLLER" . 


For  true  copy 
Tne  Judge  Advocate 

w.s.  "C.  STE^VENSZ" 
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